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LACK OF PRIVACY IN CORNER WORKSTATIONS

  Corporate centrifugal force throws corporate heavyweights to the corners of open office areas.  From the acoustical privacy viewpoint this is a problem.  These persons generally desire more conversational privacy and are positioned in an acoustical megaphone.

PROBLEM

  In corners, there is sound reflection from both room walls adding to the ceiling reflection.  This can add from 3 to 5 dB to a person’s voice level.  Using the rule that 1 dB=3% Privacy Index reduction, this translates to 10 to 15% reduction in Privacy.  

SOLUTION

1. Furniture panels of normal height (around 65 inches) do not solve the problem because the reflection can be from the ceiling so the bounce is above the panel.  Added wall panels can be used above the furniture panel to improve things.  Often the corner is a window wall, and then this solution is not available.

2. Modify the tap settings on the masking speakers around the corner office. There should be 3 surrounding the workstation (X2); raise those 1 tap setting.  This will yield 3 dB for a 10% recovery in Privacy Index. There should be one within the workstation(X); lower that 1 setting.  The spillover from the X2 speakers would increase the level in the corner office if not done.
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